Summer 2012
Malakoff Diggins: Short hike
through history
To see the combination of man’s greed
coupled with a complete disregard of
nature or other people, travel to
Malakoff Diggins State Historic Park to
see the results of hydraulic mining.
After the easy gold was panned out of
the stream beds, more innovative
miners turned to large scale excavation
to extract gold dust mixed in ancient
river bed in the 1850′s – 1880′s
Just as any small boy will tell you, there
are few things as fascinating as
washing away dirt with an open hose.
That is essentially what they did at
Malakoff Diggins. After the hydraulic
mining was stopped by court order in
1884, we are left the historic scar to
wander around.

If you are brave, with a flash light,
carefully walk throught the Hiller drain
tunnel about 560' long. My next visit will
be to find the exit of the 7,800' drain
tunnel they made that emptied water

blasted soil and rock into Humbug
creek a couple miles from the Diggins. I
have over 40 pictures and video of
Malokoff Diggins posted on my site.
http://insuremekevin.com/2012/06/25/mala
koff-diggins-historical-erosion-anddevastation-of-sacramento-valley/

Mission San Juan Bautista
surviving earthquakes and
time
As an Alfred Hitchcock fan I thought it
would be fun to stop at the Mission San
Juan Batista and see where he filmed
part of the movie Vertigo. In the process
we stumbled across a cool little town
with more history than just a bit part in a
movie.
Immediately I was struck with the
beauty that is an 18th century mission.
It is the genesis for the “mission”
style we associate with later buildings,
furniture and consumer design items. I
was surprised at how both the interior
and exterior elements of the mission
would draw me in and provide a sense
of comfort. This was even after I read
the warning that the mission is an
unreinforced masonry building and may
be unsafe in the event of an
earthquake.
San Juan Bautista Mission has certainly
seen its share of damage from
earthquakes. It was only after I

started researching the mission did I
learn that the San Andreas earthquake
fault runs along the mission. This
history explains the primitive but
informative seismometer inside the
mission.
The town of San Juan Bautista is just
as fun to walk around as the mission.
To see my 30+ pictures of the mission,
town and a few clocks I found visit my
website at

http://insuremekevin.com/2012/06/2
7/mission-san-juan-bautistasurviving-earthquakes-and-time/
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